Extending the extenders. Compromise for the geriatric specialization-manpower debate.
This pilot study reports on issues germane to the geriatric specialization-manpower debate. The study found that a large amount of the functional responsibility required by older adults in an urban clinic setting could be delegated to physician extenders. Other findings included shorter hospitalizations, increased feelings of well-being, and high patient satisfaction with physician extended care. The implications are that rather than develop a new physician specialty, more geriatric manpower needs could be met by delegating responsibility to appropriately trained and supervised physician extenders.